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With Several Scaſonable 


an 


Contained in two 


General Epiſtles | 


Sent unto all 


The Saints and Perſecuted People: of God 


in the houſhold of Faith to be red among LEM *oþ 
be baniſhed as Bond-men & 
Bond- women out of theLandof their nativity. 


them before they 


for their Religion and Righteouſneſs fake. 


* a *; 


Bleſſed ave yee when Men revile you and peefi:ute Jou ad 
ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my name ſaxe, 
Rejoyce and be exceeding plad, for great is your reward in 
Heaven, . for ſv perſecuted they the Prophets that were before 
you, Matthew 5. In, 12, 7 hey wandred in Sheep Skins 


and Goat Skins 12 Deſarts, in Mountains, in Dens.and 
Caves, and Holes of the Earth for their God hath Pies 


for them 4a City. Heb.1n, , c 
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A Loving Salutation, &c. 


Dear Friends, 
HomlI dearly love, and not I only, but the Lord alfo, 
whole love is largely manifeſted unto you, and whoſe 
Fatherly care is over you all, dwell together in a (pi- 
ritual communion, that yee may be partakers of the 
Tree of Life, and feed of the hidden Manna come down from Hea- 


, ven, as you ſit together at the Table of the Lord ; whoare admit- 


ted as well as invited-to come unto him, who eaſeth the weary 
tLexrted, and overcharged 1n Spirit by giving of his ſtrength unto 
them to eaſe them that are both weary and heavy laden; for in him 
the weary finde reſt, peace and eaſe, who are returned out of the 
way and ſpirit of the World, and are entred into, and entertained 
of God , who filleth the hungry Soul with good things, when he 
ſendeth the Rich (wiſe ſelf conceited ones) empty away, and 
lets them nut taſt of-his Eternal virtue and ſweetneſs, it was David 
that taſted of the virtue and (weetneſs of God, who was of the 
Seed of Faith, when his heart was fixed upon God then it indited 
that which was good, and medicated upon the Law of God, who 
tafted of the ſwitne(s of the Eternal Word and power of God, and 
David had received a ſpirit of Faith or power of believing whereby 
he gave Teſtimony to the Truth, and bore witneſs for God, for 
he ſaid I believed,and theref re I ſpake, and the Davids of, God or 
true Iſraelites after the Spirit, have declared of the goodneſs of 
God, which they have taſted of; who had taſted how good and 
gracious the Lord was, as now he is unto us, who are of the Seed 
of EleQion, and in their Declarations they related unto David, 
and ſaid of him, I believed and therefore I ſpake, and concerning 
themſelves who were of the Seed of Faith, they faid, we having 


received theſame Spirit of Faith as David did receive of the _ 


we believe, and therefore we ſpeak or bare witne(s for God, an 

it was given themon the behaſf of Chriſt Jeſus, not only to be-= 
lieve on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his Names ſake, and fo its nw 
given to us, the true Spiritual T7raelites who are of the Seed of A- 
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b raham, which is the Seed of Faith, who have received the Spiric 
of Faith, or power of believing to carry ns forth to give Teſtimo- 
ny to the Truth, and ſpeak on the behalf of the Lord, not only 
to believe on Chriſt Jeſus, but alſo to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
and as none can believe to Salvation, but they who are of the ſeed 
of Faith, which is the ſeed of Eietion, to whom the Spirit of 
Faith is given, ſononecan ſtandina trying time, to endure to the 
end inevery trial that attendeth them under a ſuffering condition, 
but then to whom eternal life is given, for its given to them that 
ſuffer, to whom the ſpiric of Faith is given, ſo that the ſeed of faith 
is attended with ſufferings, for the ſeed of Faith is that which doth 
the will of God with delight, and therefore God grants unto it the 
deſire of its heart, andit endureth for ever « becauſe they who are 
of the (eed of faith are they that do the will of God, power is gi- 
venuntothemtodo, or to ſuffer according to his good wil ad 
pleaſure, and they are known to be of the (eed of Faith, and Chriſts 
true an loving friends , becaule they abide in his Spirit, love one 
another and obey his commands, and becauſe they who are of the 
ſeed of EleCtion, which is tie (ee -f Faith, Jo receive the ſpirit of 
faith ro believe on Chriſt, and be obedient unto him , therefore are 
they attended with a ſuffering condition, and ſuch are the ſheep of 
Chriſt who are of the ſeed of faith, and he giveth co: them eternal 
life which is a mark of Chriſt (et upon his theep, or charaCter that 
they ſhallnever periſh. Oh my dear Friends who are of the ſee! of 
Abraham after the Spirit, you have received the ſpirit of Faith, 
which God gives to them that are of that ſeed, and becauſe they 
are true Believers you aretrue ſubjeXs unto Chriſt,and becauſe you 
cannot deny the faith of Gods ele, which purgeth and puritieth 
your hearts, nor withhold your obedience, but do love the truth, 
and give your obedieuceto the fpirit and power of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Therefore you are hated without a cauſe, and perſecuted by the 
Spirit of the World, becauſe your Mother is not Jeruſalem from be. 
neath, bur Jeruſalem from above, which is the mother of us all chac 
are of che feed of Eleftion, which is the ſeed that is appointed and 
ordained of God to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven; to you its gi- 
vento know the myſteryes of. the {KKingdom, but co others in Para- 
bles, that hearing they might hear and not underſtand, and (ſeeing 
they might (ee and nor perceive, leaſt at any time they be converted 
and healed, So though many hear the eyerlaſting Goſpel preached, 

yet 
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yet the ſeed of Faith are the receivers thereof into a good ground 
and right underſtanding, and thoſe Divine Myſteries or glorious 
Truths are madeplain unto them, which others underſtand not, to 
whom the gift of underſtanding 1s not given, who are Sons of the 
Bondwoman , and liveafter the fleſh, co whom the Divine Truths 
are a5 Parables, and though they-may ſee what a great work of Re- 
formation is wrought in the Nation, yet they perceive not the mind 
of the Lord, nor receive not the people of God in whom' that work 
is wrought, but reje& them, and caſt them out, as it was then, / ſoit 
is now ; he that was born of the fleſh; perſecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit, whereby it is evident that che Regenerate are not 


perſecutors, nor ever wereſuch in any age that we read of, but they - 
wereand are perſecuted, andthat by the degenerate and (uch as live 


after the fleſh who daily erre and go aſtray from the wayes of God, 
and are perſecutors. of them-who are born of water and the ſpirit, 
who livea new life in Chriſt Jeſus. Therefore all you that live inthe 
ſpirit, walk in theSpirit,& be not deftrous of vain glory,for the glory 
of the World is but vain glory, and why ſhotild it be defired, or 
at a]l ſought after by them that are entered intc.the Spirit of God, 
which is a Spirit of an exceeding and eternal weight of (glory far 
exceeding that: of the World, and-provoke not one another, ex- 
cept to love and good works, nor envy one another, bug be all at 
peace amongſt you: ſelves, and with all Men as. much as in. you ly- 


eth, and let the peace of God-rule in your hearts, and let the word 


of God dwell plentifully in you, and the God of peace and love 
will be ivich you, and will delight co-to- you good; :becaufe you 


\ . are of the Seed of Faith,” and have'received the Spirit of Faith, 


you are recejvedinto Covenant with God, .and have taſted of the 
milk of the Word, which is the virtue' of God.” Therefore as 
New-born Babes or Regenerate, and Childrea of God' delire the 
fincere milk of the Word, which is the virtue and (weetneſs of Cod, 
that yee may '(grow'thereby, ſeeing you have taſted how good and 
gracious the Lord God is, who hath opened your underſtandings 
and poured forth of his'Spirit upon you, and ſhed abroad his 'Hea- 
venly overcoming. love 1n your, hearts: Qh therefore love the- 
Eord above all, and: love your Netghoour as your ſelf, for love is 
che fulfilng of the Law, andlove thioketh no-eyil to/any Man, Owe: 
therefore nothing to any Manbnt love..: All dear friends dwell in. 


the love of God, then you will not only.love one another but ene= 
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mies alſo, for the love of Godextendeth to enemies, he loved us 
before we loved him, yea be loved us whileft we were enemies to 
him, he fo loved the World that he gave his only begotten 
Son into the World, that whoſoever believeth in him might 
- not periſh but have everlaſting Life, the Love of God was the 
moving cauſe of ſending his Son Chrift Jeſus into the World, 
the comming of the Son of God into the World was the maniſeſta- 
tion of the Fathers Love, or to manifeſt the Love of God unto 
the World, and they who received Chriſt Jells, as him whom the 
Father ſent for ſalvation, they manifeſted their Love unto God by 
believing in him, and being obedient to his heavenly DoQrin, and 
as many as received him, to them he gave power to become the 
Sons of God, (> that the receivers of Chriſt are the true believers, 
who believe to ſalvation, and are impowered by the Eternal power 
of God regenerated and born of God, and are the Children and 
Heires of God, and theſeare of the ſeed of Faith, whohave received 
power of God, and by Faith doe come unto God; and alſo by 
Faith doe offer anacceptable Sacritice, which is well pleafing to 
.-—- God, for he that cometh unto God muſt believe ; So that there 
is no coming unto God without Faith, without Faith it's impo- 
fible co pleaſe God, fo that the infidel and unbeliever cannot pleaſe 
God, or approath unto him, though ſuch pretend to be worſhip- 
ped of hint. Abel was of the ſeed of Faith, having received the 
Spirit of Faith, or power of believing, he did by vertue of his 
Faith offer a more acceptable and excellent Sacrifice then Cain : 
Cain was of a wicked blood-thirſty nature, 'and yet he had a kinde 
of religion, aud would have been accepted, but God did not ac- 
.cept of his offering, becaiſe be was in evil doing : For (faid the 
Lord unto him) if thou hadſt donewell thou hadft been accepted, 
but becanſe thou haſt don evil,fin lyeth at the door,and the Apoſtle 
faid in his time, take heed leaft there be a Cai amongft you: Oh 
my Friends take heed that the Nature and Spirit of Cam(which 
is the Natare and Spirit of the wicked one) be not entred or en- 
tertained inany that make mention of the Name of the Lord in a 
way of ſeperation from the world, for where thereis a C2zz, there 
will be a Sacrifice, but neither prepared, nor accepted of God, for 
that Nature and Spirit of Cain which is thefalſe-birth,will precume 
to be a worſhipper, bur may'be knownto bea falſe worſhipper as 
well asa falſe birth, becauſe it's Sacrifice is rejeted and not —_—_ 
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ed of the Lord : Therefore take heed, leaſt there be a Caina- 
mongſt you, for when that intrudes into that which isnot admitted 
into by the Lord, but is diſcovered and rejeted of God, then it 
eurnes into hatred againſt the ſeed of Faith, whichis of God, be- 
cauſe God acceptsthe offering of the(ted of Faith, and rejefts the | 
offering of the- wicked principle and Spirit, then that would de. - 
ſtroy the other, becauſe it's workes are righteous whichis of the | 
ſeed of Ele&ion, and the works of that is wicked which is of the 
ſeed of reprobation, and God ſets a mark-upon the wicked blood- 
thirſty one, that he may take vengeance upon it, for vengeance is 
mine ſaith che Lord, and 1 will repay it: Therefore as yeeare ac- 
quainted with God, bothin his merits and in the way of his judge- 
meats, and knowes what the mercies of the Lord are unto, and 
what the judgergents of God are againſt, and his wrath is revealed 
unto; for they that know the terrors of the Lord, cannot bur in 
Picty and great. compaſſion befeech others that they would bere- 
conciled unto God, and you that are of the ſeed of Faith, are noe + 
onely come but alſo reconciled unto God, and are in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and are anoynted and ſealed of God, and ſuch 
are appointed to be Heires of ſalvation ; and becauſe they are fo. 
God hath laid hold upon their Hearts by his eternal Spirit, and 
makes them clear unto him, who hath ſo evidently appeared and 
made known both himſelf and the way of ſalvation unto them : 
Oh my dear Friends the Lord is with you in your ſufferings, and 
doth give you the Teſtimony of his Love unto you, for your re- 
freſhment, and ofhis Power, for your ſtrength and encouragement : 
So to him I commit and commend y ou who knows how to order 
and diſpoſe of you, both for his praiſe and your preſervation,and . 
ia the Peace and Love of God 1 remaine with you, atd am 


— 


Your Friend and Brother in a Spiritual ' 
Communion and Heavenly relation, 


| R, F, 
Written the 19th of the 
| third moneth, x 665. 
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© 'D-ar Friends, | = 

In the unchangeable truth of the Everlaſting 68d, who have 
heard the immedtate voice from the excellent Glory, whereby 
you were called ont of darkneſs, and turned to the true Light, 
who are become followers of the chief Shepherd in the flocks 
foot ſteps, ard whoſe faith ſtands in the power of an end- 
leſs life. . 


| whoam your Brother Companion, and fellow traveller through 
cribulations, a partaker of the like pretious Faith, do wiſh an 
encreaſe of Grace, Mercy, and Peace, with. all other Heaveily ver- 
tues, and Spiritual bleſſings to all the ſolemn Aſſemblies of the 
Saints, and toall the Lords Priſoners, and perſecuted people, even 
every particular family and friend in the houſhold of Faith , to 
whom theſe is ſent as a Salutation, and viſible manifeſtation of my 
unfeignedloye; for Lam moved, and conftrained inthis day of my 
confinement to write unto you , ſeeing I cannot verbally deciare 
what is inmy heart concerning the great Salvation which hath been 
ſpoken of among you, and hath appeared into you,that as a worker 
together with you by way of remembrance, I may be inſtrumental 
co ſtir up your pure minds in thele perilous times, and t5 provoke 
ou to perſevere in that perſwafion that cometh of God, and in the 
praQtiſc of Chriſtianity now when perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the: 
Word. , | 
Dear Friends, deſpiſe-not the day of {mal things, ne'ther ſay, yee 
in your hearts that the Lord delayes his coming, for the Son of God 
is come, who hath givenyou an-underſtanding to know the inviſible 
things of him whois the Creator of all things , and he hath ſown 
among you that ſeed which is bleſſed, and greater ishe that is in you, 
then he that is in-the world, and the Light hath ſhined in your hearts 
to give unto yau the knowledge of the Glory of God, in the face 
of Jeſus Chrift. Wherefore Friends, you that have by the Light of 
the gloriousGoſpel, received the knowledge of the onely true God, 
Jorifie him as God, walk as becometh Saints, let your Converſa- 
ion be as becometh the Goſpel, worſhip Godin the Spirit, and in 
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ance, and as you are inſtructed by the hr aan of the Almighty, 
and forſake not the Aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the man- 
nerof ſome is, whoſe love waxeth cold, whole folly is made mani- 
feſt, and who goeth out from us, becauſe they are not of us, with 
whom the Lord is diſpleaſed , and by whom the hands of evil do- 
ersare ſtrengthed , and the mouths of gain-ſayers opened , who 
waites for an occaſion to ſpeak evil of that way in which we worſhip 
the only true God of our Fathers, according to the praftiſe of our 
Predecefſors, ſtand faſt therefore in the liberty where Jeſus Chriſt 
hath made you free, and grieve not the holy Spirit of promiſe, by 
which you are ſealed unto the day of Redemption, and wait to be 
inwardly refreſhed, and abundantly ſatisfied in the true ſence and 
feeling of your invilible [Inion, with the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, and with the Saints in Light, whoſe Names God hath 
written in his Book of Remembrance, and who are numbred among 
his Jewels, againſt whom no Weapon that is formed can proſper, 
nor no Inchantment can prevaile, and Friends, fear not the frowns 
of them that afflit you,for he that commands the Winds ſets bounds 
co the Sea, ſaying hitherto ſhalt thou paſs and no farther, and he 
can reftraia the wrath and fury of mortal Man in a moment, and 
curn their hearts as Rivers of Water, that his Saints and Servants 
may dwell in ſafety from him that puffeth at them, 1 a Sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground without your Heavenly Fathers permilli- 
on, and ſurely the leaſt among you is of much more vallue- then 
many ſparrows; Oh therefore faint not inthe day of adverfity,nor 


| fear none of che things that you muſt ſuffer for truth/and Righte- 


ouſneſs ſake, but rejoyce rather in as much as you are made par- 
takers of Chriſts ſufferings, who for the joy that was ſer tefo'e 

him indured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, whole reproaches 

"are greater riches then the treaſures of the Kingdomes ofthis 
World, and the pleaſure of fin which is but for a ſeaſon. 

And dear Friends forget not the wonders which the rigtit hand 
of the Lord hath brought to paſs in order to your deliverance out 
of the Land of Eg ypt, and the works which he hath wrought for - 
you linee theday of your Infancy in the Immortal life, and his ten- 
dec mercies from time to time, towards you his little flock; bath 
not he divided the Waters of the Sea, and prepared you a high way 

through che Wildzraeſs, and hoiv ha h he carrie 1you in his armes, 
> 2" and 


the truth, (peak often one to another as the Spirit gives you utter= Þ 


| nd upholden you by the right hand of his Righteouſneſs, when you 


were young and tender, and under many temptations, and tryals of 
cruel mockings, when you had no certain abiding place, nor no City 
to dwellin, when you were ſet as fignes and wonders among your 
Kinsfolks, and former familters, and could not follow the multitude 
todo evil, nor ran withthe World into exceſs of ryot as formerly. 
How hath he fed you with the Milk of the Word,and refreſhed your 
Souls with the water of Life, from the Wells of Salvation ; how 
hath he drawn you as with the cords of a man, and brought you i= 
to his Banqueting houſe, where his banner over you is love, where 
the light of his Candle hath ſhined on your heads, and his ſecret 
upon your Tabernacle. Hath not he ſpread his skirts over you, and 
put beautiful Garments on you, and choſen you out of the World, 
and entied into a Covenant with you, that you may ſerve God ac- 
ceptably in your Generation as a people ſaved by him, 2nd choſen to 
publiſh his Name to the Nations , who is perfeCting his praiſe ouc 
of the mouths of Babes, that no fleſh may glory in his Preſence: Oh 
how hath the Spirit of the Father ſpoken tuiough many of you, 
who are the weak things of the World in the defence and vindicati- 
on of truth when called before Rulers, and Judgment ſeats, where 
you have been called to confeſs Chriſt before Men, and to,contend 
for the faith once delivered to the Saints; and how often have you 
ſeen the arm of the Lord revealed, and his hand ſtretched out for 
your deliverance out of the dark Dungeons, Dens, Caves, and naſty 
holes of the earth, unto which you have been expoſed for your Re- 
JIigion and Righteouſneſs lake, in the day of your Pilgrimage upon 
the Earth, 

Ler theſe experimental Conſiderations confirm your confidence, 
and ftrengthen your faith and patience, and provoke you to pet it 
verance in that perſwafiof# which cometh of God. And dearly he= 
lov@d, being compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of witneſſes 
that informer ages, and in theſe laſt dayes have ſuſtained great (uf- 
fering< for the name of Chriſt, think it not trange concerning the 
 tieryt:yals and perſecutions which you do,or may endure,as if fome- 

K-ange accident or new thing had hapned in your dayes for the try- 
al of your faith, patience,and priuciples,is very pretious,and all theſe 
things are working for you a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of + pie then either eye hath ſeea, or care hath heard, orkath ever 
entred inte the heart of Man to conceive, for we know = all 
things 


. | 


chings ſhall work together for go0d to them that love the Lord Je- 
ſus 1n fincerity and truth And Friends, let none think worſe of 
the way in which we worſhip the only true God of our Fathers, 
becauſe wicked Men defires not the knowledge of it, for truth is 
a5 precious as ever, and the eye of the Lord igover his People in 
all their Tryals, and heis with chem in all theig&Fribulations,and in 
all their affli&ions he is afflited, and whoſoever toucheth them 
toucheth the Apple of his Eye, and his Eare is attentive to the Cry 
of the Poor, the ſighs of the needy, and the groanes of the Priſon- 
ers, and the ſupplication of the fouls nnder the Alter hath entred 
within the vaile, and the Cry of the Oppreſſeds come before the 
God of the whole Earth, who will not alwayes keep ſilence and 
ſuffer the rod of the wicked to lye upon the lot of the righteous, 
for it is a righteous thing with the Lord to recompence Tribulation 
to the Troublers and Perſecuters of his People, and to you that 
are tronbled, reſt and peace, and refreſhment, and everlaſting 
conſolation, when he cometh to be glorified in his Saints, and to 
be admired of all them that know him, and let-not the Tryal of 
cruel mocking-, ſpoyling of goods, bonds, nor baniſhment frighe 

you, for the [:ord whom you ſerve is God of the whole Earth,and 
the Angel of his Preſence which is with you to guide you and pre- 


ſerve you in the Land of your nativity, will be with ygw in the vaſt 
howling Wi:dernels, and in the Iflands afar of, to 2 your ſteps, 


and to adminifier unto a!l you who are heires of 1 ſalvation 
ſuch neceſſary accomodations as is convenient and ſutable at all ſea- 
ſons, for he feeds the Ravens and cloatheth the Lillies and takes 
care f>r Oxen, and opens Springs in the Deſert where the wild 
Aﬀes quench their thirſt, and will he' not much more manifeſt his 
Fatherly care, and kindneſs unto you whaare his peculiar treaſure, 
and of more value then the Cattle upan-sthawand Hills. 

So Friends manifeſt your mindfulneſs nat Inheritance 
by your faithfulneſs co rhe Lord in y mony, whe- 
ther it be by doing, or ſiffering, that wi ar Teſtimony is fini- 
thed anentrancemay be adminiſtred unto You, into that Eternal: 


Inheritance which fadeth not away. | 
Thomas Saltbouſe. 
' White-Lyon Priſon Southwark __ _ 
the 34, Moneth 1665. 0 
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THE END, 


VS 
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